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' ' House Republicans yesterday turned up the 
pressure on the Clinton administration by sug- 
gesting they might initiate impeachment pro- 
ceedings against Treasury Secretary Robert E. 
Rubin if he continued to ignore the will of Con- 
gress by borrowing more money for the Trea- 
sury. 

Reps. Gerald Solomon (R-N.Y.) and Christo- 
pher Cox (R-Caiif.) raised the impeachment 
specter after Rubin met for 90 minutes with key 
legislators at the Capitol to discuss the impasse 
over increasing the $4.9 trillion ceiling on feder- 
al debt Raising the debt ceding is mired in the 
larger battle over balancing the federal budget. 
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A “political resolution,” Cox explained, might 
include removing a Cabinet member from office, 
but quickly added that any talk of impeachment 
was still “premature.” 

Howard Schloss, a spokesman for Rubm, dis- 
missed the Republican threats yesterday as a 
“political ploy” designed to take the public atten- 
tion off the Republican-engineered partial shut- 
down of the federal government. And other Re- 
publicans quickly moved to try fo downplay the 
constitutional confrontation. 

The chairman of the House Appropria- 
tions Committee, Rep. Robert Livingston (R- 
La.), said of the impeachment threat, ‘It’s 
not in my curriculum,” the Associated Press 
reported. And Rep. Henry Hyde (R-I1L), 
chairman of the House judiciary Committee, 


which would consider any impeachment res- 
olution, studiously declined comment. 

According to House officials, only one 
Cabinet member, William Belknap, secretary 
of war in the Grant administration, has ever 
been impeached by the House. Eielknap was 
later acquitted by the Senate. 

Republicans, backed by a legal opinion pre- 
pared by former Republican attorneys general 
William Barr and Edwin Meese, argue that the 
Constitution vests Congress with the sole au- 
thority to decide how much debt the govern- 
ment can take on. When Rubin exc hanged fed- 
eral debt for non-interest-bearing iOUs in two 
federal employee retirement funds last No- 
vember, he effectively usurped the power of 
Congress, they said. 



